
300 B roadway ,  S ui te 28 ~ San Franc is c o,  CA 94133
T: 415.788-3666

www.bluewaternetwork .org ~ bl uewat er@eart hi s land. org
F: 415.788.7324

PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: CONTACT:  Teri Shore, 415.788.3666, ext. 159
March 1, 2002

CLEAN FERRY COALITION APPLAUDS
WORLD'S FIRST FUEL CELL FERRY PROJECT

$100,000 Grant Will Fund Clean Ferry Design For San Francisco's Treasure Island

San Francisco, CA:  San Francisco's ferry planners could outpace automakers on the road to zero
emissions technologies by putting a fuel cell vessel on the bay long before fuel cell cars ever appear in
local showrooms. A $100,000 federal grant announced today will jump-start a plan to provide fuel-cell
powered ferry service to Treasure Island within three years.

"This is exciting -- who would have guessed that ferries would overtake cars in the race to fuel-cells?"
asked Teri Shore, a Campaign Director at Bluewater Network, which works to reduce air pollution
from ferries, ships, cars, and other mobile sources. "Treasure Island is the perfect high-profile route for
showcasing clean ferries, from hybrid-electric and solar to fuel cell. Designing a prototype fuel cell
vessel will help make a zero emissions ferry fleet a reality someday."

The project goal is to design a fuel cell vessel to travel from Treasure Island to San Francisco and
Oakland at about 12 knots, making each trip in under 15 minutes, according to the San Francisco Bay
Area Water Transit Authority (WTA), recipient of the grant. Additional funding would be required to
build the boat.

"It appears that the WTA is really listening to the community's concerns," said San Francisco
BayKeeper's Jonathan Kaplan. "This is an important step in the right direction."

High-speed fuel cell ferries that operate at 25 knots or more are at least a decade away, according to
industry reports. However, fuel cell technology for marine applications has accelerated quickly in
recent years. A small water taxi powered by hydrogen fuel cells paid a visit to San Francisco Bay last
fall. The US Navy is testing fuel cell systems for large vessels.

Fuel cells are electro-chemical converters, which transform chemical energy from fuels directly to
electric power without open flame combustion. If hydrogen is used as the fuel source, then only water
is emitted into atmosphere. Other fuels such as gasoline and diesel can be used to make hydrogen for
the fuel cells, but with less emissions benefits than pure hydrogen. Hydrocarbons and carbon dioxide
are released during the reformulation process. The Clean Ferry Coalition consists of environmental and
business groups calling for a clean ferry system that is environmentally friendly and cost-effective
compared to other public transit modes. Members include Bluewater Network, San Francisco
BayKeeper, Audubon, Golden Gate Audubon Society, Save the Bay, Treasure Island Wetlands Project,
World Energy Alternatives, and CALPIRG.

###


